Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 





HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 




INCREASE MATHER. 




INCREASE MATHER, 



THE AGENT OF MASSACHUSETTS COLONY 

IN ENGLAND FOR THE CONCESSION 
OF A CHARTER. 



By WILLIAM HENRY WHITMORE, A. M. 



Kept|inied ft|om the "«?fndtto$ ^t[aci$/^ pubH$be4 h^ the 
itptjince Society ol Boston, !gC. )@. 



B 00 ton. 

PRINTED BY T. R. MARVIN & SON. 

1869. 



MS iAs - -ri.a, . 7i 



HARVARD 

UNIVtPSITV 

LiBRARY 



. 


rft 


,^^^s 


^^fe^k 


^^Q^H^B 


^d^^^^ 


^H»^^^^ 


?^s^^^!t^ 


^■^^s^^ 


KSSP-' 



INCREASE MATHER, 

THE AGENT OF MASSACHUSETTS COLONY 

IN ENGLAND FOR THE CONCESSION 

OF A CHARTER. 




j]N the fiifl volume of thefe TracHs, the central 
figure was that of Andros, the able and refolute 
reprcfciitativc of that policy which fought to 
combine the independent Colonies in one Domi- 
nion of New England. The fcene of the conflict was cis- 
Atlantic, and the vi6lory was gained by an uprifing of the 
people in which no individual laid claim to the leaderfliip. 

In our fccond volume wc have coUcftcd the evidences of 
the farther ftrife which was waged on Englilh foil by thofe 
who Ilrove fuccefsfully to reftore to the agglomerated Colonies 
their former individiialily, and in a large mcafurc their former 
freedom. Here again, one leader, Increafe Mather, (lands 
out pre-eminent as the champion of his caufe, fighting 
earneftly and almoft unaided againft the numerous and 
obfcure enemies of Charter government Yet important as 

this 




this epifode in his life appears, H is but a portion of Ihe 
fervices which he rendered to his native country, and it 
would therefore be an a(5i of injuftice to affix his name to 
this colledlion. J 

We do not intend to trace the early life of Increafe^ 
Mather, interefting as the tafk would prove, fince the fervices 
which he performed as a political agent were fo widely diffev- 
ered from the duties which he fulfilled as a ctergyman. It 
will be fufficient to fay of him, that in 1687 he miglit be 
regarded as the leader of the clergy of Maffachiifetts. The 
fon of a prominent minifler, well educated, a powerful 
preacher, he was chofen in 1664, at the age of twenty-five 
years, paftor of the Second Church in BoHon. He not only 
attended to his clerical duties with fidelity, but he was grad- 
ually forced to accept the burden of other public offices. In 
1680, he was Moderator of the Reforming Synod convened 
to decide upon a Confeffion of Faith. In 1685, he was 
appointed afling Prefident of Harvard Univcrfity, and was 
thus "placed at the head of the educational fyftem of the 
Colony. He had even ventured to take an adlive part in 
politics, by advifing the inhabitants of Bofton at a town- 
meeting, after the writ of Quo IVarranio againft the Charter 
had been itTued, to ftand by their privileges and not to give 
away what was the inheritance of their fathers. 

When therefore the inhabitants of Maffachufetts, impelled 
by a profound difcontent with the centralizing government 
of Andros, fought a bold, honeft and able reprefentative to 
make an effort for the reftoration of their beloved Charter, 
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Increafe Mather was confeffedly the perfon, almoft the fole 
one, for this high and important office. The public defire 
was accordingly manifefted to him, but not until he had 
confulted the brethren of his church and obtained their 
approval, did he confent to accept the charge. 

Early in April, 1688, Mather failed for England, unpro- 
vided with the formal credentials hitherto conferred by the 
General Court on its Agents, but ftill confeffedly the repre- 
fentative of the hopes and wants of the greater portion of 
the citizens of Maffachufetts. He bore with him the Ad- 
dreffes of the churches, expreffing their thanks for the 
Declaration of Indulgence recently granted by James II. 
A more important part of his miffion was to lay at the foot 
of the throne the complaints of the Colonifts againft the 
adminiftration of Andros. His departure was hurried and 
ftealthy, fince the perfonal enmity of Randolph had led him 
to annoy Mather by an unwarranted fuit. The Government 
had full information of the intentions of the envoy, but 
Andros was apparently too fecure in his pofition to interpofe 
any reftridlions. 

On the 25lh of May, 1688, Mather arrived at London, 
where the ftate of public affairs feemed anything but propi- 
tious. The clofing druggie between the King and his 
pcc)[)le had already commenced. A week before the arrival 
of Mather, the fcven Bifliops had figned the petition requeft- 
ing the King to difpenfe with the diftribution and reading 
of that Declaration of Indulgence, for which fuch loyal 
thanks had been forwarded from New England. The pofi- 
tion 
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tion of the Agent was thus full of difficulties. On the one 
hand, the King was ftill the controller of the fortunes of the 
Colony, and had perhaps earned its gratitude. On the other, 
it was patent to Mather that this royal favor had been fliown 
againft the wiflies of the Englifli people, was pronounced to 
be unconftitutional, and its acceptance might provoke a 
fliarp retribution at the next turn of affairs. His natural 
advifers, the Englifli Diffenters, were difquieted and divided 
upon the fubjedl. Macaulay, in the feventh chapter of his 
hiftory, has fully dcfcribcd the fituation of thcfe ftcadfall 
congregations, fo recently the objeft of fcorn and cruel 
perfecution, now fuddenly elevated to the rank of arbiter 
between the contending fadlions, and affiduoufly courted by 
both. 

For a time a portion of the leading Diffenters were in 
favor of accepting the Royal favor, and to this opinion 
Mather at firfl; inclined, influenced perhaps by his friends 
Penn and Alfop. On the 30th of May, 1688, he waited on 
the King with the Addrefs of the Congregations of New 
England and a fimilar document from the inhabitants of 
Plymouth Colony. James received thefe loyal clTufions 
gracioufly, and promifed the petitioners " a Magna Charta 
for Liberty of Confcience." Two days later Mather was 
again admitted into the King s clofet, and then, in rc|)ly to 
a queftion, ventured to fpeak of Andros as an opponent of 
the Declaration. Being inftrudted by James to commit to 
writing the matters wherein the Colony defired relief, he 
promptly prepared a petition which he prefcnted on the 2nd 
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The month of June had been full of important events. On 
the tenth, the ill-fated Prince of Wales was born, and the lad 
days of the month had witnefled the triumphant acquittal of 
the feven Bifhops. Amid all thefe preffing affairs, the King 
fcems to have received the petition courteoufly, and repeated 
the promife of his continued favor to New England. Then 
occurred a ftrangc converfation. To the King, who had 
but a few months before forced the Univcrfitics of Cam- 
bridge and Oxford to yield a portion of their wealth and 
honors to Roman Catholics, Mather now preferred a requeft 
for a Charter for Harvard College. It was, he faid, hard 
that the College built by Non-Conformifts fliould be taken 
from them and put into the hands of Conformifts. The 
King gravely replied, " It is unreafonable and it fhall not be." 

Up to this time Mather had made no attempts to obtain 
a renewal of the Charter of the Colony. He defired to 
check the progrefs of Epifcopacy in Maffachufetts, to obtain 
a favorable decifion in regard to the titles of lands here, to 
which the Crown made great though vague pretenfions, and 
he may have hoped to procure the recall of Andros. Thefe 
proje6ts were not unreafonable, and the policy of James was 
for the prefcnt favorable to them. The King indeed was 
apparently difpofed to treat the Colonifts as his own efpecial 
tenants. His pofition as Proprietor of the Colony of New 
York before his acccfTion to the throne, had rendered him 
familiar with American affairs. The opinion was now 
expreffed by the Courtiers that all New England was in like 
manner held by the Crown, independent of the Kingdom, 
and was fubjedl to fuch laws, ordinances, and forms of gov- 
ernment 
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ernment, as the Crown fliould think fit to eftablifli. Hence 
the King might well be pleafed to waive one form of fove- 
reignty over a people over whom he claimed a fupreme 
authority. He could even afford to encourage one body of 
heretics to the confufion of another, if he entertained the 
expedlation of eventually fetting up the Roman Catholic 
religion in all the Colonies. 

For three months Mather forbore to feek another inter- 
view, though he negledled no opportunity to make friends 
among thofe who enjoyed the Royal favor. His chief coun- 
fellor and affociate was Sir Henry Afliurft, a wealthy baronet 
and member of Parliament, whofe family had always been 
friendly to New England. As a fellow Diffenter he was 
attached to Mather, and was unwearied in his efforts to ferve 
the Colony. Thus introduced at the outfet, Mather foon 
proved his fitnefs to condu6l negotiations in the unaccuf- 
tomed atmofphere of a court. In a fliort time, William 
Penn, Lord Sunderland, the Earl of Melfort, and the terrible 
Jeffries, were numbered among his patrons. Even Father 
Petrc was faid to be willing to fpcak a good word for New 
England. 

With the gain of fuch fupportcrs, the Agent fcems to 
have become more ambitious in his views. He hoped now 
to regain the old Charter of Maflachufetts legally forfeited 
fome years before. This portion of his hiftory is paffed over 
rapidly in his fon s narrative, but fome fa6ts are known. In 
Auguft, Mather, a6ling with Samuel Nowell and Eliflia 
Hutchinfon, had petitioned the Lords of the Committee, 
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afking for a confirmation of titles and the liberty of an 
Affembly, but Sunderland had plainly rcfufcd the latter 
claufe. On the 26th of September, Mather had an interview 
with the King, and again had received ample promifes. 

To this period, and to the pen of Mather, may be fairly 
attributed the pamphlet entitled * New England Vindicated 
from the Afperfions of thofe who faid that the Charter was 
taken away becaufe the Colonifts deflroyed the manufactures 
and commerce of England.' 

The King had at lad been aroufed to the dangers which 
threatened him from the plans of the Prince of Orange and 
his adherents. He attempted to conciliate his fubjedls by 
concefTions which might have been effedlual earlier. Several 
important fteps were taken in the month of Odlober, notably 
the reftoration of their franchifes to the municipal corpora- 
tions. On the 1 6th of the month, the Agents for New 
England had another interview with the King, and were 
regaled with more promifes. For a time it feemed as if 
thefe promifes would be kept, but on a falfe report of the 
downfall of the Prince s expedition, the affair was flopped, 
and Mather then felt the falfenefs of his hopes. Perhaps 
believing that the bad news from Holland was true, the 
Agents preferred a final requeft to the Committee, afking 
only to have the Council in New England remodeled and 
made more efficient. Thus low had the hopes and expecta- 
tions of the New England party fallen. 

The reaction, however, was fated to be a fpeedy one. 

The 




The revolutionary movement iu England was not to 
flayed by the tardy peace-offerings of the vacillating King, 
and on the 5th of November, 1688, William landed at 
Torbay, thenceforward to remain as the chofen ruler of the 
realm. The fucceeding fteps of the revolution are well- 
known ; we will cite but two dates. On the 23rd of Decem- 
ber, 1688, James fled from London, and on the 13th of 
February, 1688-9, William and Mary were proclaimed King 
and Queen of England. 
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Although Mather was not actively concerned in the con' 
fpiracy againft James, he could not have been ignorant of 
what was intended. It mufl; be remembered that he was 
not a ftranger in England. After taking his degree as 
Mafl:er of Arts in 1658, at Trinity College, Dublin, he had 
preached for two years in various parts of England, and had 
been chaplain to the garrifon at GLiernfey. At thai time he 
had made many friends, and fuice his return he had culti- 
vated intimate relations with the Engliili Diffenters. Mis 
brother Nathaniel, after the ReRoration, was for fome time a 
preacher at Amfterdam. Mather had long been in conef- 
pondence with the prominent Diffenters there, efpecialiy 
with Abraham Kick, the friend of Shaftefbury, at whofe 
houfe that nobleman died. It is inconceivable, therefore, 
that the Agent of MalTachufetts remained in ignoramee of 
the expe6lations and plans of the patriots. 

Still, although the leaders of the Englifli Diffenters could 
promife a valuable addition to the forces of the Prince of 
Orange, Mather himfelf could not contribute a finglc foldier 
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to the caiife. He could only fay that the congregations of 
New England prayed for the fuccefs of the Proteflant 
religion, and would joyfully acknowledge William as their 
rightful King. 

On the 1 8th of December, William arrived at St. James's, 
and on the sift, the clergy of London, headed by Comp- 
ton, their Bifliop, prefented an Addrefs of congratulation. 
Among them were mingled fome of the Diffenting minifters, 
to whofe prefence Compton gracefully referred. On the 2nd 
of January, 1688-9, the Diffenting minifters to the number 
of ninety or more prefented their Addrefs. Although we 
do not find it ftated that Mather was prefent on either occa- 
fion, the fa6l that he reprinted thefe two Addreffes in his 
pamphlet entitled " The Miferies of New England," warrants 
us in fuppofing that he accompanied his brethren. 

On the 9th of January, 1688-9, Mather was favored with 
an interview with William, being introduced by Philip, Lord 
Wharton, "renowned as a diftributor of Calviniftic tradls and 
a patron of Calviniftic divines," and father of the notorious 
Thomas, Earl and Marquis of Wharton. Wharton fpoke 
earneftly in favor of the petition then prefented, faying that 
the New Englanders afked not for money or men, but for 
their ancient privileges. The Prince replied that he intended 
to take the beft care he could about it, and would fo inftru(5l 
his Secretary, Mr. Jephfon. Lord Wharton then carried 
Mather to the Secretary and faid to him, " Coufin, obferve 
this gentleman, and when ever he comes to you, receive him 
as if I came myfelf." 

Soon 
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Soon after, the Agent received the aiTiftaiicc of another 
powerful friend. On February ift, 1688-9. Abraham Kick 
wrote from the Hague to the Princefs Mary in behalf of the 
New England Colonifts, begging her " to take the firft oppor- 
tunity to help them to the reftoration of their ancient Patent, 
privileges and liberties." 

At this time Mather mufl have made public his account 
of the " Miferies of New England by reafon of an Arbitraiy 
Government ercfted there under Sir Hdmund Andros," fince 
a copy reached Bofton in feafon to be printed before the 
end of the current year, which clofed on the 24th of March, 
i68g, according to our modern reckoning. Nor did his 
exertions ceafe here ; being informed by Mr. Jephfon that a 
Circular Letter was to be fent to all the Plajitations, confirm- 
ing the exifling governments until fartiier orders, Mather 
prevailed on the Secretary to prefent a remonftrance to the 
King, and fucceeded in flopping the letters for New Eng- 
land. The date of the letters thus intercepted was January 
i2th, i688-g. 

This prompt afllon was of the higheft importance to the 
Colonifts. New England was thus feparaled from the other 
Colonies, and from that time the queftion of its Charters was 
an affair to be confidered apart. But for Mather's dexterous 
intervention Andros would have been confirmed, and as he 
proved afterward acceptable to the Englifli Court, he would 
probably have remained to complete the confolidation of the 
Dominion of New England. It was indeed a turning-point 
in our national hiftory. 

Though 
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Though now fuccefsful, the moft delicate duties devolved 
upon Mather. William " had been bred a Prefbyterian, and 
was from rational convidlion a Latitudinarian," and there 
was therefore no reafon to fear that during his reign Popery 
or Prelacy would be forced upon the Congregationalifts of 
New England. But religious liberty was not the only defire 
of the great body of the Colonifts ; the reftoration of that 
Charter, which as interpreted by them, granted virtually 
political independence, was their dcareft wilh : and that 
Charter was an offence in the eyes of all parties in England. 
William, as King of England, was not ready to make con- 
cefTions that had been condemned and cancelled by his 
predeceffors. An early effort was made by Mather, at an 
interview granted him on March 14th, 1688-9, to fecure the 
Royal favor, but the King fignificantly replied to his repre- 
fcntations, ** I believe they arc a good people, but I doubt 
there have been irregularities in their government" 

For the prefent, the King promifed to recall Andros at 
once to anfwer for any mal-adminiftration. Various plans 
were fuggeftcd for the provifional government of New 
England, and on the 26th of February, 1688-9, the King 
propofed to fend two CommifTioners to take the place of 
Andros until a new Charter fliould be prepared. In the 
meantime, before the tidings of his Majefty's intentions 
could reach them, the Colonifts had taken the decifion into 
their own hands. On the i8th of April, 1689, the inhabi- 
tants of Bofton rofc againft Andros and his coadjutors, and 
eftabliflied a provifional government of their own. A Coun- 
cil of Safety was formed, two Conventions were held, and 

on 




on tlie 24th of May, Btadftreet and the magirtratcs chofen 
in 1686 realTumed the charge of affairs until there Ihould be 
other iiiftrui5lions fent from England. 

The news of this revolution in New England reached 
London towards the end of June, and on the 4th of July, 
1689, Mather had another interview with the King. William 
then expreffed his approbation of the aiflion of the Colonifts, 
and on the 12th of Augull: a Royal letter was addreftcd to 
Maffachufetts, ratifying the affumption of government there 
for the time being. 

Mather, while thus folicitous of obtaining the confent of 
the Crown, was not rcgardlcfs of the great power of Parlia- 
ment to afllll in reftoring the Charter. The Convention 
Parliament, which had called William and Mary to the 
throne, was ftlll in fefTion, and was ftrenuous in reforming 
abufes. By advice of his friends, Mather procured a vote of 
the Houfe of Commons, "that the taking away of the New 
England Charters was a grievance, and that they fliould be 
reftored." A fc<51ion to this effei5l was infertcd in the Corpo- 
ration Bill. This ftcp was gained before Parliament look a 
recefs on the 20th of Auguft, 1689. 

Befides thefe appeals to the authorities, Mather evidently 
fought to enlift the fympathies of the public on his fide. 
We have mentioned two of his publications during the 
previous nine months. His third eflay feems to have been 
" The Prefent State of New England," &c., licenfud July 
30th, 1689, in which he gave an account of what had been 
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done towards eftablifliing a profperous colony under the old 
Charter. 



Soon after this, probably after the reaffembling of Parlia- 
ment on the 19th of Odlober, a " Reply to the Vindication " 
was publiflied, which fet forth the impropriety of including 
the New England Charters in the Corporation Bill. This 
controverfy and the hopes of the Agents were terminated 
by the fate of the main bill. After a fevere conteft between 
the Whigs and Tories, the mod important claufes of the bill 
were flricken out, and Parliament was prorogued on the 27th 
of January, 1689-90. Its formal diffolution took place a few 
days later. 

Thus pafTed away the year 1689, without any farther 
change in the affairs of New England. To William, how- 
ever, the year had been crowded with important events. On 
the 12th of March, James landed in Ireland, and maintained 
his fway over a large portion of that ifland throughout the 
year. On the 7th of May, war with France was proclaimed. 
The Highland clans threatened for a moment to reftore 
Scotland to the Stuarts, but that chance had expired with 
the death of Dundee at the battle of Killiecrankie on the 
27th of July. In England the dilTenfions of the rival par- 
ties had required the utmoft fkill of William to prevent the 
Revolution from ending in anarchy or a rcftoration. 

Towards the end of this year alfo, the opponents of the 
Charter began to make themfelves heard. Byfield and 
another writer had publiflied in England the Colonifts' 
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vcifioii of llic ovcithrovv of Andios. The ojiiniaiis of llic 
inhabitants were not however uiianimoully in favor of the 
change. The Hpifcopahans of Bofton fent lo England a 
ftrong reinonftrance, and fuiiilar documents were forwarded 
from the citizens in Charlcftown and the fettlers in Maine. 
Many of the magiftrates appointed or retained by Andros 
were forry at his overthrow, and Gerdiom Biilkeley pubhilied 
a pamphlet to fliow that the new government was illegal. 
Palmer, one of the ableft of Andres's adherents, prepared in 
prifon a defence of the late government, whicli found a 
printer in the diftant Colony of Pcnnfylvania, and was doubt- 
lefs freely circulated even in Bofton, I 

We may imagine, that by the beginning of the year 1690, 
all of thefe documents had reached London, and early in 
the year, Andros, Dudley, and fevcral others of their party 
were fent thither by command of the King. Mather and 
AfliLirft, now recognized as Agents by the reftored govern- 
ment of New England, received as colleagues Eliflia Cooke 
and Thomas Oakcs. Very little progrcfs however was made 
in the year 1690 towards fulfilling the wiflies of the Colonifts. 
The King was bufy with more important matters. His new 
Parliament met in March; in June he landed in Ireland, 
then in open hoftility to him. On the ift of July he gained 
the battle of the Boyne, and five days later he entered 
Dublin, virtually the vii5lor in the laft ftruggle to be made 
for James II. Early in September William returned to 
England, and until the clofe of the year was chiefly occupied 
in arranging affairs fo that he could leave England for the 
camp of his allies abroad. 

Mather 
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Mather fays that during this year he made "fome eflays to 
fee if by a writ of error in judgment the cafe of the Maffa- 
chufetts Colony might be brought out of Chancery into the 
Kings Bench;" but this was "defeated by a furprizing 
Providence." By this phrafe we are probably not to under- 
(land that any fpccial accident overthrew the plan of the 
Agents, but rather as we fliould now fay, " that it was provi- 
dentially defeated." There can be little doubt that Mather 
referred rather to fuch a divifion in the councils of the 
Agents themfelves as led to an abandonment of the fcheme 
of a reverfal of the judgment. Eliflia Cooke w^^as for the 
old Charter or none at all, and Oakes joined with him. 
Mather and Afluirft were in favor of making the bed terms 
poflible. The difputes between thefe four had gone fo far 
that Cooke and Oakes would not fign the articles preferred 
againfl: Andros before the Privy Council, April 17th, 1690, 
and the profecution fell through on that ground. Hard 
words were exchanged, Mather faying that the Earl of Mon- 
mouth told him " that they had cut the throat of their 
country in not figning," and Cooke alleging the advice of 
Sir John Somers in defenfe of his condu(5l. A falfe rumor 
was circulated that Cooke and Oakes faid * that they could 
have faved the old Charter if it had not been for Mather, 
and that he had betrayed his country.' Evidently the mul- 
titude of counfellors had not flrengthened the hands of the 
Agents. 

Cooke continued an opponent to the end, and refufed to 
take any fleps towards obtaining a new Charter, but the 
others decided to trufl: to the kindncfs of the King. The 

Earl 
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End of Monmouth piefciUcd Ihcir ictjucfl, and it \v:is refer- 
red to the two Lord-Chief-Jullices, Holt and Pollexfen, the 
Attorney-General Treby, and the Sollicitor-General Somers, 
■with whom Mather was on friendly terms. He was prefent 
at the confultations at which the new Charter was prepared, 
and the report, having been fiibmitted to the King, was 
forwarded to the Committee for Trade and Plantations on 
the iftof January, 1690-1. 

In 1690, the able attack upon Mather entitled " New 
England's Facflion Difcovered" was publillied. After the 
iineonditional releafe of Andros in April, his friends feeni lo 
have been a(5iive and eloquent in oppofing a re-grant of a 
Charter to Maffachufetts. Palmer ilTned a reprint of his 
Defence, wifely expunging the Scriptural arguments wliich 
were fpecially adapted to a New England audience. Thefe 
two writers not only praifed the conduft of Andros, but 
fkillfully difplayed the feeblenefs of his fucceflbrs in the 
government. 

In reply to them, Mather undoubtedly publiflied his 
" Vindication of New England," containing the firft Petition 
of the Epifcopalians of Bofton. Soon after, the Government 
of Maffachufetts put forth their ftatement entitled " The 
Revolution in New England Juftified and the People there 
Vindicated," and the accompanying " Narrative of the Pro- 
ceedings of Andros," by feveral of his Council. Indeed, 
the latter pamphlet, dated at Bofton, Feb. 4th, 1690-i, refers 
efpecially to "fuch untrue Accounts as that \vhich goes 
under the name of Capt. John Palmer's, and that fcandalous 

Pamphlet 
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Pamphlet entitled * New England s Fa6lion Difcovered,' fup- 
pofed to be written by an Implacable Enemy of all good 
men, and a perfon that for Impudence and Lying has few 
Equals in the World." By this polite defcription we learn 
that Randolph was credited with the authorlhip. 

Laftly, to the pen of fome friend of the Agents, we may 
attribute the pamphlet called " The Humble Addrefs of the 
Publicans of New England," with its infmuations that the 
fecond Petition of the Epifcopalians was intended for which- 
ever King might fucceed, and that their proteftations of 
loyalty were worthlefs. The conlefl: between the two parties 
was maintained by able champions, and the King as ufual 
agreed with neither extreme. 

On the 1 8th of January, 1690-1, King William failed for 
the Hague, where he remained until the middle of April- 
As we have feen, the matter of the new Charter was in the 
hands of the Committee for Trade and Plantations, and 
Mather was bufy in fecuring the interefl of all who might 
aid him. He publiflied a paper of " Reafons for the Con- 
firmation of Charter Privileges ; " he gained the fupport of 
fuch non-conformifl: minifters as had influence with noble- 
men ; he fpecially obtained the good offices of Archbifliop 
Tillotfon and Bifliop Burnet. Finally, on the 9th of April, 
1691, he was granted an interview with the Queen, in which 
her Majefl:y difplayed her ufual kindnefs of heart, and prom- 
ifed to ufe her influence with the King in behalf of the 
Colony. 

In 




In April, William returned to England for a fortnight, and 
in that time Mather was favored with two interviews with 
him. At the firft, he only prefented Addreffes from the 
General Court, and from a number of London merchants. 
On the 28th of April he had a fecond audience, when he 
urged the diftercnce between New Engiaiid and the other" | 
Colonies. I 

The work of preparing the new Charter was now fairly 
commenced, and iht firft queftion fubmitted to the King 
was whether the Colonics (liould make their own laws and 
appoint their own officers, or there fliould be a Governor 
appointed by the Crown, who fliould have the power of 
vetoing laws. The King decided for a Royal Governor, but 
avoided a direft decifion of the queftion as to the veto 
power. m 

On the ill of May, 1691, William again departed for the 
Continent, and Mather foon became involved in difputes 
with the Lords of the Counci) as to the terms to be employed 
in the new Charter, The Council evidently intended that 
the Governor fliould have the veto power ; Mather ftrenu- 
oufly endeavored to periUade them to adopt a plan which 
the Attorney-General Treby had drawn up at his folicitation, 
and by which the Governor had not this |K)wcr in any cafu. 
The matter was' referred to the King, but he was too intent 
on his campaign in Flanders to reply. Mather protefted to 
the Minifters that he would fooner part with his life than 
confcnt to their plan, or to ' anything that might infringe 
any liberty or privilege that juftly belonged to his country.' 

Their 
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Their fignificant reply was, * that nobody expedled ordefired 
his confent ; that they did not look on the Agents from New 
England as Plenipotentiaries from another fovereign flate ; 
but that if they declared that they would not fubmit unto 
the Kings pleafure, his Majefty would fettle the country as 
he pleafed, and they were to take what would follow/ 

The irrepreflible Agent, however, continued to proteft, 
and perfuaded his friends at Court, and even the Queen, to 
write to the King, afking either that his plan might be 
adopted, or that the Charter might be delayed until the 
Kings return to England. Believing that he had thus 
fecured a refpite, Mather went to recruit his health " to the 
Waters," probably to the fafliionable refort at Bath ; but he 
was quickly recalled by the news that the King had on the 
loth of Auguft fignified his approval of the Councils plan, 
and had ordered the Charter to be proceeded with forthwith. 
Nothing remained but acquiefcence, and Mather now tried 
only to obtain all poffible conceffions in the details. He 
fucceeded in having the territories of Nova Scotia, Maine 
and Plymouth annexed to Maffachufetts, but failed in having 
New Hampfliire alfo included. He had the form of Oaths 
amended to fuit his views, and obtained the addition of a 
mod important claufe confirming all grants made by the 
General Court, notwithflanding any defe6l that there might 
be in form of conveyance. The new Charter, thus framed 
and amended, was figned on the 7th of 06lober, 1691. 

Here ended the labors of Mather as Agent for Maffachu- 
fetts. On the 4th of November he waited on his Majefty to 

thank 
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thank liim for the Charter, and to notify liim that the Agents 
united in recommending that Sir William Phips ihould be 
appointed Governor. On the 7th of March, 1691-2, Mather 
and the newly commilTioned Governor left London, and 
on the 29th failed from Plymouth, under convoy of the 
Nonefuch frigate, for Borton, where they arrived on the 14th 
of May, 1692. 

It would be foreign to our purpofe to attempt to explain 
the differences between the old Charter and the new one, or 
to account for the diffatisfai5tion which was caufed by the 
change. Mather received but fcanty praife for his labor, 
and was even forced to defend his atftions. It feems to us, 
however, ihat the information colleiHed in this volume will 
render it evident that the Colony was moil: fortunate in its 
choice of an Agent ; That he was fagacious, eloquent, 
dauntiefs and incorruptible: that he maintained his dignity 
under trying circumftances : and that without facrificing 
honefty to expediency, he proved himfelf fit to treat with 
ftatefmen and to gain the favor of fovereigns. If any im- 
portance be attached to the growth of the political fyftem of 
New England, let it Iw remembered, that at the mofl crilical 
period of its hiftory, the energies of increafe Mather gave 
it a form and fliape which it has never lofl. 

w. H. w. 
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